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Liminality is a threshold between what was and what will be. It’s often experienced as 
a disorienting time or place. We see it as the obstacle between one thing and the next, 
but it’s where life is lived, where growth happens: 
 Between Planting and Harvest 
 Enrollment and Graduation 
 Caterpillar to Butterfly  
 Once Upon a Time…. To Happily Ever After 
 Ash Wednesday to Easter 
 
Lent is a liminal season in the Christian life. The glory of the resurrection at Easter is 
foreshadowed in the Transfiguration on the mountain top (Mark 9:2-9). But between 
here and there are several weeks of growing darkness.  
 
We journey with Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-10). We witness a hangry 
Jesus curse a fig tree, then drive the money changers out of the temple (Mark 11:12-
19). We listen as Jesus verbally spars with pharisees and teaches his followers with 
parables. (Mark 12). We scratch our heads in confusion along with the disciples, striv-
ing to understand his teachings (Mark 13). We seethe in anger as Judas hands over 
Jesus in exchange for silver (Mark 14:10-45). And we weep in despair at the foot of 
the cross from which Jesus hangs in agony (Mark 15).  
 
But without that time of growing, learning, even suffering, we wouldn’t fully understand 
and appreciate the miracle of resurrection. Or connect to the “wow”-ness of it. The end 
only has meaning when you read the whole book. Join us in worship throughout Lent 
as we continue through the gospel narrative of Mark. And may this in-between season 
of Lent be a time of profound spiritual growth for you. 

 
Peace, Pastor Amy 

The Key 

Next Key: April 1 
 

Deadline: March 22 

Volunteers Needed 
 
You can sign up for volunteer  
opportunities like lay reading and 
serving communion at our website: 
 

southgateumc.org/volunteers 
 

You will also find links to make  
reservations for church meals at the 
same place. You can also sign up 
on the volunteer bulletin board at 
church.  

Easter at South Gate 
April 12 

 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Worship 
7:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
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2 
7 

Birthdays 
 
3 Ben Stokke 
3 Lois Tatum 
8 Jacquelyn Clarence 
8 Aaron Schilling 
8 Kayla Oman (Mieth) 
10 Marci Craig 
11 Ken Price 
11 James Berigan 
13 Jayne Robbins 
15 Cliff Sibley 
17 Max McClelland 

18 Dick Mavis 
22 Paxton Suhr 
23 Jann Howard 
23 Rod Cummings 
23 Gary Hoffman 
26 Ed Duckworth 
28 Kynlee Wicks 
 

Anniversaries 
 

10 Scott & Marla Higgins 
21 Dale & Rebecca Grooms  

March Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Tuesday Lunch Bunch 
 
The Outreach and Congregation 
Nurture and Care Committees  
invite everyone for food and  
conversation the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. The next lunch will be 
potluck on March 17 at noon.   
RSVP at:   
 
www.southgateumc.org/volunteers 
 
or on the volunteer bulletin board. 

Taco Night  
March 11 

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

January Finance  
Report 

 
Jan. Income:                 $20,881.82 
Jan. Expenses:      $22,533.10 
YTD Operating Fund:  -$17,164.73 

Mission News 
 
The Missions Committee’s motto 
for the month of March is “We’ve 
Got You, Babe!” We'll be support-
ing Friendship Home in their work 
by collecting some highly needed 
items for babies and toddlers. The 
items include size 5 and 6 diapers, 
size 3T and 4T pull-ups, diaper 
rash ointment, baby wipes, and  
baby blankets. Donations may be 
placed in the collection container 
near the Missions Committee  
bulletin board. 

Thank You Notes 
 
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, phone calls and help during and 
after my knee surgery. Your concerns and caring was so appreciated. It is great 
to be part of such a caring family. 
 

Jan Varejcka 
 
We want to thank everyone who has donated books and bookmarks to our Little 
Free Library at the Garden. We now have a nice selection to restock the library 
every two months. Max McClelland is our star volunteer. He has donated many 
of his books to the library. He has also donated some of his toys to be stored at 
the garden to be used by children when their parents are gardening. He helped 
us stamp books and select books to be offered in the library. Thank you 
ALL again for making this mission a reality at South Gate. 
 

Peggy Volker 

Strands of Love 
 
The Strands of Love kept their  
needles and hooks busy in 2019. 
We made and donated: 3 pairs of 
booties, 15 prayer shawls, 16 hats, 
4 sets of hats with booties or  
mittens, 2 scarves, 14 lovies (given 
to South Gate Preschool kids) and 
20 crosses. We also donated $75 
to the church.  
 
Our helpers were Beth Imig, Julie 
Snyder and Linda Stark. We also 
welcomed Vicki Leech as a new 
member. If you would like join us on 
Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Rose 
Room, we would love to have you.  
Lessons are available. See Diane 
McClain, Judy Petersen, Barb  
Hoffman or Pat Kelley. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Candy donations are needed for 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt which 
will be held on Sunday, April 5 at 
4:00 p.m. Please bring individually 
wrapped candy that will fit in a  
plastic egg. 


